Miracle Pets – The Cat and the Crow – Best of Friends
1) In the groups in the table on the right, match the vocabulary words on the left with the translations or definitions on the right.
2) Watch and listen to the report, and fill in the gaps/blanks in the text below.
Narrator: Some animals are just natural born enemies, cats and birds, for example. But, we’ve discovered some very unusual home video that shows how even these natural enemies can also become the best of friends. Wallace and Anne Colito live on the ______________ of Attleborough, Massachusetts. They are and always have been fond of animals.

Wallace: I’ve been married 51 years and I don’t think I’ve been a week without a cat. Cats, I don’t mind cats at all.

Narrator: One day while sitting on their porch, the Colitos saw a ______________ kitten walking past the edge of their yard. 
Wallace: This was a kitten that wasn’t much more than, I’d say, three or four months old. 
Narrator: A couple days later they saw it again, but this time it wasn’t alone. 

Wallace: And who was with who? A crow. It’s can’t be! A crow and a kitten? And I said, my God, a crow, a crow and a kitten, it’s impossible! And I said, no, it’s a cat and a crow running down the road. We ______________ maybe the crow was chasing him, but they was side-by-side, not one behind each other, side-by-side. I said, “they must be friends!”
Narrator: Worried that the kitten would ______________, Anne put out some food. But, the next time she saw it, she realized her worries had been for naught. 

Wallace: The cat was laying down and the crow was picking things up out of the grass to feed him. He looked like he had a worm or something and actually he was feeding the cat.

Anne: Oh, my god, he’s taking care of the kitten! We were shocked, because that crow, they’s ______________ to eat anything that’s got fur on it. And all of a sudden, he was feeding the kitten and caring for the kitten and bringing it to the water and doing all sorts of things that a crow shouldn’t do.

Wallace: I know birds and cats are not friends. And I don’t ______________ what kind of a cat or what kind of a bird it is. You just don’t see things like that.

Narrator: Anne immediately called her veterinarian and asked for advice and spoke with the office manager, Jane Dash. 

Jane Dash: Animal clinic, can I help you? 

Anne: This is Mrs. Colito. 
Jane: Hi, Mrs. Colito, How are you? 

Jane: She said there was this stray kitten and that it was in the ______________ and she mentioned about a bird kept coming, a bird kept coming.

Anne: It’s a big crow, it’s a big crow, following him all over the yard feeding him.

Jane: She said, it’s feeding the kitten, you know, and it’s protecting the kitten.

The bird is protecting the kitten? Is that what you’re saying? 

I didn’t believe it, but the customer’s always right so I just went along with it, “Ok. Ok.” 

Narrator: Jane ______________ Anne’s story to veterinary doctor Gefur Maman. 
Gefur Maman: I don’t think it was possible. That was my belief. That I have not heard nor seen never a crow feeding the cat, never. 

Narrator: Dr. Maman called Anne back to hear Anne’s story first hand.

Gefur Maman: I said, Mrs. Colito, you know, if you think what you are telling me is correct, you’ve got to ______________ it because nobody will believe it in this day and time.
Narrator: The Colitos took the good doctor’s advice and for the next 8 months they video-taped the amazing relationship between these two natural born enemies. What they recorded was the daily routine of a bird looking after and caring for a motherless kitten.
Wallace: It’s amazing. You have to sit there and you’re ______________ when you see it. There’s no question about it. You’re just dumbfounded. He kept that cat alive, we don’t know how long. So, we surmised that the crow saved the cat.
Narrator: Eventually, Anne decided to see what would happen if she gave the kitten cat food instead of its regular diet of worms and ______________. 
Wallace: The crow and the cat went out there, both together, eating the food. But, the crow, he’d grab a mouthful and step back a couple of inches and he’d gobble his up, you know. But, then the cat, he’d keep on eating, the crow come and grab another piece and take off. And he always made sure that the cat would eat his share.
Narrator: They also discovered that the crow was very ______________ of the kitten. 
Wallace: When he’d start crossing the road, the crow would holler, “don’t go on the road, you’re going to get hurt.” Sometimes he’d get in front of it and kind of push it back to the sidewalk. He was protecting her, see, because he was so friendly. 

Narrator: And it’s their unlikely friendship that comes across most vividly in the tapes. For hours each day they would ______________ and torment and play with each other. When Doctor Maman and Jane Dash were finally shown the tapes, they couldn’t believe what they were seeing. 
Jane Dash: The bird was acting like the kitten’s mother. You know, picking things off the grass and putting it in the mouth and the kitten, of course, play, everything’s play. I’ve never seen it before in the 13 years I’ve been working here. I’ve never heard it before. The only ______________ I would say is that they were both young and they did not know any better. It’s the mother instinct in the crow.
Narrator: As the months passed, Anne gained the confidence of the cat she’d named Cassy and it would ______________ nights in the house, but every morning the bird would be there waiting. 
Anne: The bird trusted me because she’d look right in at me and she would crow and crow until I’d let Cassy out. She was fine when I let Cassy out. 
Wallace: We left open the door and the crow and the cat walked down the stairs together, took off then and played together then. It had to be . . . what do you call a cat and a bird? Love, friendship, or what, you know?
Anne: Best friends.
Narrator: Perhaps there’s a lesson we can all learn from this incredible relationship. 
Jane: If you’re able to gain ______________ in someone or something or each other, then anything is possible. The crow gained confidence from the mother to this kitten and the kitten trusted the crow which was the only mother figure in the kitten’s world. 

Anne: It’s a miracle because he knew that the kitten needed help and he was there.
Wallace: If it wasn’t for the crow feeding that cat and taking care of that cat, it would have been dead a long time ago. Even the vet says, “if it wasn’t for the crow, this cat wouldn’t be here.” We could learn a lot, if you could be friendly with your neighbors, not even your neighbors, the people you know and don’t know, be ______________ with them. If a crow can take care of a kitten, it shows that two strangers meeting can get along with each other. No question about it.
3) Answer the questions about the text.

a) Has Wallace ever had a cat? Does he like cats? 
b) What did Wallace conclude when he saw the cat and crow for the first time walking side-by-side? 
c) Why did Anne put some food out for the kitten the first day she saw it with the crow? 
d) Did Jane Dash believe Anne’s story?  Why did she relay the story to the veterinarian? 
e) How did the Crow protect the kitten from other dangers than starvation? 
f) What was Jane’s theory of how the relationship between the cat and the crow developed? 
g) How many nights would the cat spend in the house?
h) What would happen in the mornings? 
i) What lessons can be learned from this?
j) According to Wallace and the vet, what would have happened to the kitten if the crow hadn’t helped it?

Miracle Pets

Narrator: Some animals are just natural born enemies, cats and birds, for example. But, we’ve discovered some very unusual home video that shows how even these natural enemies can also become the best of friends. Wallace and Anne Colito live on the outskirts of Attleborough, Massachusetts. They are and always have been fond of animals.

Wallace: I’ve been married 51 years and I don’t think I’ve been a week without a cat. Cats, I don’t mind cats at all.

Narrator: One day while sitting on their porch, the Colitos saw a stray kitten walking past the edge of their yard. 

Wallace: This was a kitten that wasn’t much more than, I’d say, three or four months old. 

Narrator: A couple days later they saw it again, but this time it wasn’t alone. 

Wallace: And who was with who? A crow. It’s can’t be! A crow and a kitten? And I said, my God, a crow, a crow and a kitten, it’s impossible! And I said, no, it’s a cat and a crow running down the road. We figured maybe the crow was chasing him, but they was side-by-side, not one behind each other, side-by-side. I said, “they must be friends!”

Narrator: Worried that the kitten would starve, Anne put out some food. But, the next time she saw it, she realized her worries had been for naught. 

Wallace: The cat was laying down and the crow was picking things up out of the grass to feed him. He looked like he had a worm or something and actually he was feeding the cat.

Anne: Oh, my god, he’s taking care of the kitten! We were shocked, because that crow, they’s (are) supposed to eat anything that’s got fur on it. And all of a sudden, he was feeding the kitten and caring for the kitten and bringing it to the water and doing all sorts of things that a crow shouldn’t do.

Wallace: I know birds and cats are not friends. And I don’t care what kind of a cat or what kind of a bird it is. You just don’t see things like that.

Narrator: Anne immediately called her veterinarian and asked for advice and spoke with the office manager, Jane Dash. 

Jane Dash: Animal clinic, can I help you? 

Anne: This is Mrs. Colito. 

Jane: Hi, Mrs. Colito, How are you? 

Jane: She said there was this stray kitten and that it was in the yard and she mentioned about a bird kept coming, a bird kept coming.

Anne: It’s a big crow, it’s a big crow, following him all over the yard feeding him.

Jane: She said, it’s feeding the kitten, you know, and it’s protecting the kitten.

The bird is protecting the kitten? Is that what you’re saying? 

I didn’t believe it, but the customer’s always right so I just went along with it, “Ok. Ok.” 

Narrator: Jane relayed Anne’s story to veterinary doctor Gefur Maman. 

Gefur Maman: I don’t think it was possible. That was my belief. That I have not heard nor seen never a crow feeding the cat, never. 

Narrator: Dr. Maman called Anne back to hear Anne’s story first hand.

Gefur Maman: I said, Mrs. Colito, you know, if you think what you are telling me is correct, you’ve got to document it because nobody will believe it in this day and time.

Narrator: The Colitos took the good doctor’s advice and for the next 8 months they video-taped the amazing relationship between these two natural born enemies. What they recorded was the daily routine of a bird looking after and caring for a motherless kitten.

Wallace: It’s amazing. You have to sit there and you’re dumbfounded when you see it. There’s no question about it. You’re just dumbfounded. He kept that cat alive, we don’t know how long. So, we surmised that the crow saved the cat.

Narrator: Eventually, Anne decided to see what would happen if she gave the kitten cat food instead of its regular diet of worms and bugs. 

Wallace: The crow and the cat went out there, both together, eating the food. But, the crow, he’d grab a mouthful and step back a couple of inches and he’d gobble his up, you know. But, then the cat, he’d keep on eating, the crow come and grab another piece and take off. And he always made sure that the cat would eat his share.

Narrator: They also discovered that the crow was very protective of the kitten. 

Wallace: When he’d start crossing the road, the crow would holler, “don’t go on the road, you’re going to get hurt.” Sometimes he’d get in front of it and kind of push it back to the sidewalk. He was protecting her, see, because he was so friendly. 

Narrator: And it’s their unlikely friendship that comes across most vividly in the tapes. For hours each day they would tease and torment and play with each other. When Doctor Maman and Jane Dash were finally shown the tapes, they couldn’t believe what they were seeing. 

Jane Dash: The bird was acting like the kitten’s mother. You know, picking things off the grass and putting it in the mouth and the kitten, of course, play, everything’s play. I’ve never seen it before in the 13 years I’ve been working here. I’ve never heard it before. The only theory I would say is that they were both young and they did not know any better. It’s the mother instinct in the crow.

Narrator: As the months passed, Anne gained the confidence of the cat she’d named Cassy and it would spend nights in the house, but every morning the bird would be there waiting. 

Anne: The bird trusted me because she’d look right in at me and she would crow and crow until I’d let Cassy out. She was fine when I let Cassy out. 

Wallace: We left open the door and the crow and the cat walked down the stairs together, took off then and played together then. It had to be . . . what do you call a cat and a bird? Love, friendship, or what, you know?

Anne: Best friends.

Narrator: Perhaps there’s a lesson we can all learn from this incredible relationship. 

Jane: If you’re able to gain trust in someone or something or each other, then anything is possible. The crow gained confidence from the mother to this kitten and the kitten trusted the crow which was the only mother figure in the kitten’s world. 

Anne: It’s a miracle because he knew that the kitten needed help and he was there.

Wallace: If it wasn’t for the crow feeding that cat and taking care of that cat, it would have been dead a long time ago. Even the vet says, “if it wasn’t for the crow, this cat wouldn’t be here.” We could learn a lot, if you could be friendly with your neighbors, not even your neighbors, the people you know and don’t know, be friendly with them. If a crow can take care of a kitten, it shows that two strangers meeting can get along with each other. No question about it.
a) Has Wallace ever had a cat? Does he like cats? Yes, he’s had cats for the last 51 years because he likes them a lot?

b) What did Wallace conclude when he saw the cat and crow for the first time walking side-by-side? That they must be friends.

c) Why did Anne put some food out for the kitten the first day she saw it with the crow? Because she was afraid it would starve.

d) Did Jane Dash believe Anne’s story? No. Why did she relay the story to the veterinarian? Because the customer’s always right.

e) How did the Crow protect the kitten from other dangers than starvation? 

f) What was Jane’s theory of how the relationship between the cat and the crow developed? It was the mother instinct in the crow.

g) How many nights would the cat spend in the house? All of them.

h) What would happen in the mornings? The crow would come for the cat and Anne and Wallace would let it out.

i) What lessons can be learned from this? If a cat and crow can be friendly to each other, so can people.

j) According to Wallace and the vet, what would have happened to the kitten if the crow hadn’t helped it? It would have died.
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